
 
3rd International Conference Agenda 

Hosted by the U.S. Department of Labor and  
Co-sponsored National Mining Association 

 
Gaylord Opryland Hotel – Ryman A-S Ballrooms 
 
FEATURED SPEAKERS: 
Elaine L.  Chao,  Secretary of U.S. Department of Labor  
Mr. Richard Stickler, Assistant Secretary for Mine Safety and Health 
Administration; 
Mr. Bruce Watzman, Vice-President National Mining Association; 
Mr. Wang Zhijian, Deputy Chief Executive, National Work Place Emergency                                       
Management Center, Director General, Mine Rescue Command Center,  
    State Administration of Work Safety, China  
Mr. Piotr Buchwald, (Poland)  President of State Mining Authority 
Mr. Murray Bird, 2005 International Mines Rescue Conference Chair and General 
Manager, Mines Rescue Pty Limited – NSW, Australia 
  
  
Wednesday – August 29, 2007 
     
8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Registration -  Ryman Hall Registration Area 

     
9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. International Mines Rescue Board Meeting   
     
Moderator – Chairman, 3rd International Mine Rescue Conference-Allen Dupree (United 

States) 
1:00 p.m. – 1:10 p.m.  Welcome- 

Mr. Robert Henningsen,  
Deputy Commission of Tennessee,  
Department of Labor and Workforce 
Development 

 
1:10 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.  Opening Remarks – 

  
Richard E. Stickler,  
            Assistant Secretary of Labor for Mine Safety 

 
Bruce Watzman,  

Vice-President, National Mining Association 
 

1:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.  Keynote Address 
 Elaine L. Chao, Secretary of Labor



 
 

2:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Murray Bird, (Australia), General Manager, Mine 
Rescue PTY Limited  
“Outcomes and Learning from the 2005 International 
Mines Rescue Conference”  

------- 
 
2:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.  Break 
 
 
Moderator:  John Radomsky  (United States)  
3:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. Arthur Gaman, Ph.D, Head of Mine Rescue 

Laboratory, and Daniel Pupazan, Scientific 
Researcher, National Institute for Mine Safety and 
Explosion Proof Protection – (Romania)  
“Romanian Legislature in field on Mine Rescue” 

------- 
3:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Ken Thom, (Canada) Draeger, International, 
 CAREvent® DRA Handheld  

“Automatic Mine Rescue Resuscitator” 
 
 
 

  
End day 1 



 
Thursday – August 30, 2007 
  
7:00 a.m. – 12:00 Registration 

     
Moderator: Murray Bird  (Australia) 
 
8:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. Michael Brnich, Mining Engineer, (United States) 

National “Institute for Occupational Safety and 
Health 
Evaluation of New Technologies for Mine Rescue 
Training” 

------------ 
 
8:30 a.m. – 9: 00 a.m. Christo De Klerk, ( South Africa)  
                                                General Manager, Mines Rescue Service  
                                                “New Legislation in South Africa pertaining to 

Emergency Preparedness and Response “ 
--------- 
9:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. Lindsey Creighton –(Australia),  

“Mobilizing Mines Rescue Teams”  
Presenter - Wayne Hartley, State Manager, 
Queensland Mine Rescue 

-----------  
9:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Zhijian Wang –(China)  Mr. Wang Zhijian, Deputy 

Chief Executive, National Work Place Emergency 
Management Center, Director General, Mine Rescue 
Command Center, State Administration of Work 
Safety  
“Suggestions on Organizing the International Mine 
Rescue Contest”  

----------- 
10:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. Break 
 
Moderator: Jeff Duncan (United States)  
10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Dave Hales, (United States), Health & Safety 

Superintendent for San Juan Coal 
Company, BHP Billiton 
“Enhancing the Self Contained Self 
Rescuer Program at San Juan Coal 
Company” 

 



 
11:00 a.m. – 11:30 am. James Anthony (Tony) Forster MSc CEng CSci 

FIMMM, Health and Safety Executive, Her Majesty’s 
Inspector of Mines  
“Evaluating methods of training of mine workers for 
hot inspired air when wearing SCSRs” 
 
 

 
11:30 a.m. – 12:00 Jamie Bashford - (Australia), Training Officer, Mines 

Rescue PTY Limited 
               “An introduction to In-Seam Guidelines” 
------ 
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. Lunch 
 
Moderator:  Tony Forester (United Kingdom) 
 
1:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.  Luo Dongsheng, Squadron Leader, Mine Rescue 

Brigade (China), “Case Study on Fire Accident 
Disposal” 

-------- 
1:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Alex Gryska, (Canada ) Manager Mine Rescue, Mines 

and Aggregates Safety and Health Association, 
                                                “MASHA’s Ontario Mine Rescue Program” 
--------- 
2:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Alois Adamus, Ph.D. VSB  ( Czech Republic), – 

Technical University Ostrava, Faculty of Mining and 
Geology, Institute of Mining Engineering and Safety 
Ostrava-Poruba  

                                                “Detection of Spontaneous Combustion of Coal in 
Ostrava-Karvina Coalfield”  

----------- 
2:30 p.m. –  3:00 p.m. Break 
 
Moderator: Alex Gryska (Canada) 
3:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. Zdenek Pavelek Ing.OKD, HBZS, a.s. (Czech 

Republic)             Central Mine Rescue Service,  
Ostrava-Radvanice,  
“The SW package dissolver as a practical aid in 
enhancing the Safety of Brigadesmen in operation” 

---------- 

3:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. George Bresser, Ing – (Germany), Head Mine Rescue 
Center, Deutsche Steinkohle Ag 



 
  “Organization and Equipment of German Mine 

Rescue Brigades Men” 

--------- 
4:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. Axel Bahr, (Germany) Focus Group Responder, 

Draeger,   
 “Rescue Mask with Drinking Device BG4” 
---------- 
 
End Day 2 
 
 
Friday, August 31, 2007
 
7:00 – 10:00  Registration 
 
Moderator:   John Radomsky (United States) 
8:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. Harry Lovely, (United States), Mine Rescue 

Coordinator, Mine Safety and Training Program, 
Colorado Division of Reclamation, Mining and Safety 

                                                “From Mine Rescue Contest Procedures to 
Emergency Response Decision Making for Actual 
Mine Rescue Use”  

–--------- 
8:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. Kathleen M. Kowalski – Trakofler, PhD, Research 

Scientist (United States) “Human Behavior in Mine 
Disaster Response:  Stress & Judgment – Decision”  

--------- 
9:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. David Connell (Australia), Operations Manager, 

Mines Rescue PTY Limited  
“Facilitating Effective Underground Emergency  
Decision Making” 

--------- 
9:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Piotr Buchwald, (Poland), President of State Mining 

Authority  
                                                “Methane and Coal Dust Explosion and Accident 

with Multiple Casualties on 21 November 2006 in 
Halemba Coal Mine (Ruda Slaska, Poland)”   

 ----------- 
10:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. Break 
 
 
 



 
Moderator:  Christo De Klerk (South Africa) 
10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Stephen Tonegato, (Australia), Regional Manager, 

Mines Rescue PTY Limited  
                                                “Risk Minimization for Mines Rescue Teams” 
------------  

  
11:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Rohan Ferando,  (United States), Manager, NAFTA, 

Breathing Gas Systems, Draeger, , “Emergency Shelters 
and Effect on Rescue Plans” 

 
11:30 am – 12:00 pm Zhang Tiegang, (China) Academician of China 

Academy of Engineering,  
“An Application of Nitrogen Injection Technology for 
Fire Extinguishing in Coal Mines” 

------------- 
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. Lunch 
 
Moderator:  Jeff Kravitz (United States) 
1:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.  Ron Hughes, (United States) General Manager, 

Solvay Chemicals, Inc. ,    
                                                “When Miners go Missing” 
------------ 
1:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Dale Byram, (United States)  General Manager of 

Safety and Training, Jim Walter Resources, Inc., 
Brookwood, Alabama,  
“Mine Rescue & Recovery” 

------ 
2:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.  Bruce Dowsett, (Australia)  Group Coordinator OHS 

Systems, Centennial Coal,  
“Practical Application of Applying CABA” 

----------- 
2:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.  Break 
 
Moderator:   Georg Bresser  (Germany) 
 
3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Bill Helfrich,  (United States), Chief, Mine Electrical 

Systems Division, Technical Support, Mine Safety and 
Health.    
“Lightning” 

-------------- 
 
 



 
End Day 3



 
 

Saturday, September 1, 2007 
 
8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. Registration (as necessary) 

    
Moderator: William Francart  (United States) 
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. William Francart, Mining Engineer, Technical 

Support, Mine Safety and Health Administration – 
Mine Rescue Scenarios 

     
10:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. Break 
 
10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. William Francart, Mining Engineer, Technical 

Support, Mine Safety and Health Administration – 
Mine Rescue Scenarios 

  
11:30 a.m. – 12:00  Czech Republic – Vaclav Smicka -Announce 2009 

Conference 
 
12:00 – 12:30 Allen Dupree, Chairman, 3rd International Mine 

Rescue Committee  - Closing Remarks 
 
Adjourn - End of Conference  

 
 


